ADVANTAGE 1-75 PROJECT

Jerry Lentz
I'm here today to talk about Advantage I-75. It doesn't have anything
to do with stress pavements, asphalt or those types of things, but it is
something that will have a real impact on the transportation of tomorrow.
Advantage I-75 is an IVHS project--another "buzz word" eve11'.one
likes hearing about. It's a buzz word that started and probably gamed national attention this year when President Bush adopted the
recommendations of Secretary Skinner and issued the National Transportation Policy called "Moving America and Its New Directions, New
Opportunities: Strategies for Action." This book talks about IVHS, which
stands for Intelligent Vehicle Highway Systems. We're going to show you a
film that deals with one example of an IVHS technology. It is a project
that is in the formative stages, with Kentucky
being the lead state and using a partnership of
all six states along the I-75 corridor.
I mention that it's a new, hot "buzz word" nationally but it's an old concept, actually. In 1983,
Oregon started working on what is now called
an IVHS technology. They're continuing to work
on utilizing some of the things you'll hear about
in this presentation. As you look at the presentation, I'd like you to keep in mind one thing, and
that is that we've talked a lot about the roads
and how we can make the roads better as you
drive to and from a conference like this or to and
from work. You'll see the trucking industry, with
trucks getting more and more sleek-looking,
more and more modern looking; they are becoming state-of-the-art vehicles. But all the expensive state-of-the-art technology that is built into the engine and into the weight distribution of those
trucks goes for naught when that truck is sitting still at a weigh station or
when it's being pulled over time after time as it goes along the I-75 corridor. A project like Advantage I-75 is meant to help prevent delays like
that. It's meant to try to help the trucking industry move along and
prevent trucks from being stopped no more than they absolutely have to
be, while still allowing a state agency the ability to inspect, to regulate,
and to enforce safety regulations. So, keep that in mind as we look at this
10-minute presentation.
(IVHS VIDEO IS SHOWN)
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Duri ng that prese ntati on, you hear d the word
"mobility" used quite
often. whet her you'r e an engin eer, a cons ultin
g
whatever your role is in trans porta tion you'r e engin eer, a contr actor or
in
mobility. This is anot her way of doin g that and the busin ess of sellin g
I think it's comi ng along
fairly quickly.
Thro ugh this proje ct, we're in the busin ess of
sellin g mobi lity to the
motor carri er indu stry and also to the avera ge
moto rist who has to worr y
about truck s ente ring and leavi ng the inter state
out of a weig h stati on. To the exte nt that we can s in orde r to move into or
increasing prod uctiv ity. As we incre ase prod uctivincre ase mobi lity, we are
ity, then certa inly the
cost of those good s that we buy every day (and
depe
industry to get to us) is held down. Cons eque ntly, nd on the moto r carri er
our costs are lowered.
So, for all these reaso ns, we belie ve that this
adva
nced technology is
critical to help ing redu ce not only the high way
cong estio n, but also impr oving moto rist safet y. It is a proje ct that we are
begin
fashion. We are takin g smal l steps to make sure ning in an incre ment al
we are takin g smar t
steps. We wan t the proje ct to work. We know
we'll
end up some day with
all the technology in place and ever ythin g click
ing. We have to grow to
that point and we have to mak e sure that we do
that with out jeopa rdizi ng
the goal.
That is anot her aspe ct of this proje ct that we're
very prou d of--how it's
been deve lopin g. The curre nt statu s of the proje
ct is such that we have surveys out right now to the mem ber state s tryin
concerns are insti tutio nally , wha t regu latio ns g to addr ess what their
they
and what weig ht restr ictio ns they have , etc. The have to worr y abou t,
transportation as well as the regu lator y agen ciesvario us depa rtme nts of
veys. We are activ ely recru iting the carri er indu are invol ved in our surthe I-75 concept, to join us, to work with us, and stry, who also belie ves in
help mold the proje ct so it
can benefit them as well as the state s.
The fund ing of the proje ct is alwa ys a ques tion.
really roug h num bers (and we're work ing on them Righ t now we've got
them), but we think the initia l phas e of the proje daily tryin g to refin e
ct
$6 million. We antic ipate that fund ing to be done is going to take abou t
joint ly. We woul d expe ct
the motor carri er indu stry as well as the state
agen cies to help and, also,
the federal gove rnme nt has expr essed a grea t
deal of inter est.
Oper ation ally, we hope to have the begi nnin g
stage s in oper ation by
the summ er of 1992. That 's a prett y aggr essiv
e sche dule given that the
western proje ct has been work ed on for 6 or 7
years
reason why we belie ve Adva ntag e I-75 is a more . Agai n, that' s anot her
because we don't wan t to go out and re-in vent comm onse nse appr oach
the
implement the whee l that' s alrea dy made . Wha wheel; we want to help
shelf technology. We know there are trans pond t we're stres sing is off-theers
are working--rail carri ers and moto r carri ers are out there alrea dy that
using them . Read ers are
already out there . Wha t we wan t to do is prov
e that they can be brou ght
into a high- speed , main line appli catio n show ing
can work and can be a savin gs for the state s, as that adva nced techn ology
well as the moto r carri er
industry.
We don't know yet wha t it's going to take in its
total scope to prov e
that this adva nced techn ology reall y does work
.
We
know that it will a11:d
we know that it will some day in the futur e. Our
task is to be read y for it
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and to help lead that technology towards its ultimate goal. We think this
is one small step.
As I said, we're very excited about the possibilities and we encourage
any of you who can be involved, or who have motor carrier friends who
travel the 1-75 corridor, to talk to them about it and have them contact
me, Jerry Pigman, or Jack Deacon with questions or availability to help.
We know this project will work, as I've said many times today and will
continue to say because I believe in it. We have people in the Transportation Cabinet who are spending a lot of time making sure it works.
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